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contributes. Intoxicating drugs are largely used in India,
and among them opium holds the favourite place. Per-
mission to the people to grow and manufacture opium
for themselves would be as hurtful as permission to distil
whiskey and gin would be to our country. It is devoutly
to be wished the present system may come to an end, and
that in its place a fiscal system be adopted similar to that
of England in reference to alcoholic drinks. In refer-
ence to spirits, every effort should be made to discourage
their sale, however much the revenue may suffer in con-
sequence. The salt-tax has been so productive that it
has been kept up in a manner which has borne heavily on
the people. It has been reduced, and it is hoped that it
will be reduced still further.
Regarding some of the questions at present much dis-
cussed, I can only say that every friend of India, I may
say every friend of justice, must desire that the people, be
largely entrusted with the management of their own
affairs, that local government be encouraged, and every
facility given to the admission of natives, so far as they
are qualified, into the rank of administrators. Much is
being done in this direction, and still more will be done
in the future. The police has been improved, but it
stands much in need of further improvement.
Happy changes were expected from the assumption by
the Queen of the direct government of India. Progress
has been made since that time, but I do not think it is
in any large measure owing to the change. For some
time previously increased attention was given to the
sanitation of towns, the improvement of roads, the laying
out of market-places, the planting of public gardens, the
building of hospitals, dispensaries, and town houses. Many
wealthy natives, stirred up by magistrates, have ccntri-
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